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Calf rearing is not without disease risks. A clean shed is a good start t preventing the spread of

diseases.

Watch out for coccidiosis
in just weaned calves

The most cost effective treaunent is a combination oral
drench. Calves shouldn't need drenching unl after four

occidiosis is caused by a protozoa (coccidia)
and can result in a rapid loss of weight in calves,

Watch for signals

Cryptosporidia is often the culprit when
berween 5% and 407 of young calves are
scouring. This infection is caused by a
protozoa (widespread throughour caif
sheds) and particularly affects voung calves
up to 10 days of age.

The infection builds up over a few days
and can affect a significant proportion of
calves in the shed. The rearment is ©
remove calves from the mill and feed them
electrohvtes for a day.

If less than 5% of ¢a
this is often a sign ol something more
sinister particularly if they go down very

CS Ale SCOUring.

quickly. Potential culprits are rotavinus anc
satmonella, Cabves shoudd then be isolated
ard treated with electrolyres,
saimonella is caused by a bacterium
and can be preated with antbiotics. I it is
a recinring problem on the property then
voung calves can be vaccinated with
Salvexin. Often rotavirus and salmonelli
condiary loa aryptosporidia infection,
which nutkes reatment even more difficulr.
Scoriing in old(rul\( is usually cusicr

—the dmlk nge is in id enufyulg the cause
and therefore the weatment.

particularly just after weaning. Most proprietary
pellets have a coccidiostat added (such as rumensin) which
inhibits the protozoa. Coccidiosis is generally seen if calves
are taken off meal suddenty.
Calves need to be put back on meal containing a
coccidiostat and then gradually weaned off the meal —

weeks on pasture.

Hair loss is a further problem in calves. They can get
primary sensitivity that is sometimes called spring eczema.
There is no conclusive data on what causes it but itappears
to be via an agent in pasture. Pimary sensitivity can also
be caused by some scour treatments and porons. Calves

recover from this relatively quickly.

Secondary photosensitivity is the result of a damaged
liver. This can be caused by mycotoxins in pasture or
grain and can result in skin and hair loss. Cereal grains
can sometimes coniain mycotoxins and a relatively cheap
toxin binder can be added to the feed.

this allows for gradual exposure to the pathogen and for
the calves to develop immunity. Currently there are calf
pellets available with increased coccidiostat levels. These
pellets can be fed at a rate of 0.5kg/head/day to ensure
protection against coccidiosis.

Cooperia is the main gut parasite faced by young calves.
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STARTER FEEDING

‘Allied Grain Co-operative
492 Bond Road

Te Awamutu Ltd

PO Box 313 Te Awamutu

0800 262 493

www.alliedgrain.co.nz

Stockfeed Manufacturers
and Grain Suppliers

Grains - whole
- ground
- kibbled
- crushed
Stockfeed specialists
- calves
- horses
- pigs
- chooks
(or made to order)
From 25kgs up

Competitive prices. Contact the
mill direct on 06 329 0705
or call at Barleytown,

\ 1495 Rongotea Rd, Kairanga.
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“More energy from your feed
Increased milk protein’
lmproved cow condition
Ketosis.and rumen pH control
AldS in the prevention of cocctdms:s i




